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 Welcome to Bremen – 
the Free Hanseatic City!
Home to the Bremen
Town Musicians, tourist
attrac tions and interna -
tionally operating econo-
mic clus ters – Bremen is  
a destination with a wide-
ranging appeal. 

Bremen, the two-city-
state with Bremen inland
and Bremerhaven located
directly on the North Sea
shore, has a long mari -
time tradition. Maritime
indus tries still represent
the heart of Bremen’s
 economy and maritime
sciences are strongly con-
centrated here. Bremen is
an important location for
international trade with
port operations and logis -
tics that are in demand
worldwide as well as with
leading-edge technolo-
gies in automotive engi-
neering. Furthermore
Bremen is a main centre
of the European aero -
space industry and among
the first addresses for the
wind energy sector on-
and offshore.

Martin Günthner 
Senator 
Ministry of Economics, Labour 
and Ports 

Bremen is a beautiful city,
a place worth living in and
worth visiting. Year after
year, around 40 million day
visitors and 1.3 million
overnight guests come to
experience the Town Hall
and the Roland statue, 
now on the UNESCO World
Cultural Heritage List, 
or the many other cultural
and leisure opportunities
on offer. Rent a bike or hop
on the tram and discover
Bremen the ‘City of short
distances’. 
On the shores of Bremer -
haven you may discover
attractions like the ‘Climate
House’, the ‘Zoo am Meer’
and the ‘German Emigra -
tion Centre’. 

I hope this brochure in -
spires you to visit Bremen
and Bremerhaven per -
sonally either for the Euro -
pean Maritime Day 2014 
or any other time. It is
always worth a trip and
you will be most  welcome! 

Martin Günthner 
Senator 
Ministry of Economics,
Labour and Ports of the
Free Hanseatic City of
Bremen 

1

Historical city centre here, high-tech aerospace there – Bremen provides an ideal combi nation of traditions and innovation. 
A location with a strong reservoir of skilled and well-trained specialists who appreciate the sheer live abil ity of their city.
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Symbols of freedom

They’ve belonged together
for more than six centuries:
the Bremen Town Hall and
the oldest statue of liberty,
the 5.55-metre high Roland
statue. They symbolise the
Free Hanseatic City for the
whole world and are out-
ward mani festations of the
citizens’ desire for indepen-
dence. By building their
Town Hall, the people of
Bremen demonstrated to all
that the Emperor was the
only superior authority they
were prepared to accept.
This attitude is hewn in
stone on the shield borne
by the smiling figure of
Roland, whose clarion call
rang as follows: 

‘Vryheit do ik jo openbar /
Freiheit verkündige ich euch’
(Freedom I reveal / Freedom I
proclaim to you).

For Bremen people it is like
this: ‘As long as Roland
stands on the Marktplatz,
we shall be forever free!’
Not without pride, they tell
of a city worth living in,
founded in the year 782,
where toler ance, cosmopoli-
tanism and a remarkable
unflappability are visible to
all. These aspects count
among the most treasured
features of the port and
commercial metropolis by
the River Weser, steeped 
in centuries of tradition,
idealised here and there as
‘Italy’s most northern city-
republic’. Roland, its smil ing
protector and patron, would
have approved! 
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by the German Expressio n -
ist artist Gerhard Marcks,
watches over the edifice,
reconstructed in Renais -
sance style 1608 – 12. The
statue is also a good-luck
charm – just touch both
the donkey’s front hooves
and make your wish! 

Every child knows their
story, and they, too, are 
symbols of this city – the
Bremen Town Musicians.
Four world stars, posted 
in front of the world’s 
heri tage, the 600-year-old
Town Hall. The sculpture 
of the four animals, crafted

One minute you’re in 
an airplane, the next in 
a park, or on the market -
place sipping a cup of
coffee. That’s how we do
things in Bremen. Short
distances make for more
leisure. The tram takes
less than 15 minutes from
the airport to the Roland,
a few steps will take you
from your ICE train to the
Bür gerpark – that’s quali-
ty of life the Bremen way.
Rest and relaxation on
your own front door, once
you’re off work you can
take it easy. Savoir vivre is
an important element in
housing, too. The typical
‘Bremen house’ bears wit-
ness: built in quiet side-
streets with plenty of
greenery, a conservatory
or veranda at the front, a

little garden at the back.
Four storeys from the
basement to the conver-
ted top floor. Just right
for a family or group of
friends who appreciate
neighbourly living. Whole
streets enjoy protected
status – and are all the
more popular. It explains
why innovative architects 
are inspired to design

‘Bremen houses’ for the
modern age, with great
success: in many a new
quarter of the city, age-
old principles are enjoy-
ing a revival. Take the
‘arcade’ idea: Bremen
people are fond of shop-
ping without umbrellas,
being none too spoiled 
by the weather gods. 

Residential quarters as appre-
ciated as ever: quiet side-
streets with typical ‘Bremen
houses’  

Farmer’s market on the Domshof See and be seen: Bremen 
people love their arcades  

Love of life,    and the art of living

The city’s maritime mile

Looking at ships, bumping
into people, sunbathing,
listening to music, flirting,
eating well, enjoying a
fresh beer – the Schlachte
is the perfect place for it.
The city’s maritime mile
with its parade of ships
docked alongside attracts
visitors in summer as in
winter. There are more
than 1,500 places to sit
under rustling leaves be-
side the river Weser – with
beer gardens like a string
of pearls. This is also the
setting for the Bremen
Maritime week – usually in
September of each year. 
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hard Marcks Haus enjoys
international re cognition
as an important museum
of sculptures.

“Variety is the spice of life” 
– the theatre Bremen lives
by this saying. A versatile
company plays fresh and
courageous theatre. And

sometimes turns every-
thing topsy-turvy. As in
the celebrated production
of “Mahagonny”, perfor-
med all over the theatre
building while the audi-
ence was able to follow
the play on screens put up
everywhere. 

art. Important exhibits
lent by private collectors
are on show. 
The museum concept is 
a successful one with
many an imi ta tor! Bremen
and the avant-garde – yet
another tradi tion. 
More examples, perhaps?
In the lively Ostertor quar-

ter, the Wilhelm Wa gen -
feld Haus hosts  the works
of Wa genfeld, the Bremen
in dustrial designer whose
famous ‘Bauhaus lamp’ is
a must in any stylish
apartment. Another collec-
tion of life’s work is found
right opposite – the Ger -

The scandal was perfect:
when the Kunsthalle ac-
quired Vincent van Gogh’s
‘Poppy Field’ in 1911, some
nationalistic painters in
Germany protested vehe-
mently against buying
French works of art. The
‘Picture Dispute’ quickly
calmed, however. Then as

now, Bremen supports the
avant-garde: the Kunst -
halle, financed by the pri-
vate Art Society, feels just
as committed to a John
Cage as to the Old Mas -
ters. Nam June Paik meets
Rubens – opposites com-
plement each other and
open up new perspectives.
As in the Weserburg Mu -
seum, first opened in 1991
in a former coffee roast ing
plant on the Weser island,
and Ger many’s first collec-
tors’ museum for modern

Modern art on the Weser island: the Weserburg Museum   Vincent van Gogh, ‘Poppy Field’ 

Culture at every turn
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The new Kunsthalle Bremen, viewed from the south-east.

Art needs space. Just as in
the Kunsthalle Bremen. In
2011 two new extensions
were added to the museum
originally built in 1849. With
the two compact, six storey
buildings the available area
was extended by 4,400 m².
The original symmetry of
the classicist building in the
historical Wallanlagen was
restored. And that means:
More space for the master-
pieces of six centuries from
Dürer to Picasso. Among
them works of the French
impressionists like Monet,
Manet and Cézanne as well
as paintings by Corinth,
Liebermann and Paula
Modersohn-Becker. More
space also for the signifi-
cant print room with over
200,000 hand-drawings
and copperplate prints. 
The museum is sponsored
by an art society founded
1823 by citizens of Bremen.
As one of the oldest institu-
tions of its kind in Germany
the Kunstverein is nowa-
days supported by 8,000
members. 

A scene from „Rise and Fall of
the City of Mahagonny“, Photo: 
Jörg Landsberg/Theater Bremen

The Deutsche Kammerphil -
harmonie Bremen is one of
the world’s leading chamber
orchestras and excites the
audiences with its unique
musical style everywhere. 
Art director since 2004 is the
Estonian conductor Paavo
Järvi. A highlight was the
Beethoven project with cele-
brated concerts and rave re -
views. The complete cycle of
all nine symphonies was per-
formed world-wide in Japan,
Paris, Salzburg, Bonn and Lon -
don. They opened the hearts
of all with what a Japanese
newspaper called “the real key
to Beethoven’s music”. 

‘One of the World’s leading
chamber orchestras.’ BBC 1 TV
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Full programme

Sports, shows, fairs. Con -
gres ses, concerts, confer -
ences. The Congress Center
on Bremen’s Bürgerweide
right behind the main sta -
tion accommodates them
all. Seven halls, plus the
Congress Center itself with

its 16 conference rooms,
and the ÖVB-Arena Bremen
seating 14,000 – everyone
can find the right venue
here. From pop stars to
 rabbit breeders, from top
athletes to hobby garden -
ers. Variety is what counts,
the schedule is full and
internationality the rule:
experts from all over the
world attend the “fish inter -
national” trade fair every
two years. The Wind force
has started as an Offshore
conference in Bre merhaven
and is now being combined
with an Inter na tional Trade
Fair in Bre men every other
year. The start in 2012 with
6,000 visitors was deemed
a great success and will be
repeated in 2014. 

Celebrated bands or world
champions of table-tennis
and indoor cycling, gracious
ice dancers or party goers
they all find a sensational
atmosphere in the ÖVB-
Arena and Congress Center
Bremen. 

The event centre of the North West: the Bremen Arena on the Bürgerweide 

The Congress Center on Bremen’s
Bürgerweide

Meeting place for the
fish industry

The two-city state of Bre -
men has always been closely
linked to the sea – economi-
cally, scientifically and cultu-
rally. It was, for example, in
Bremerhaven that the Ger -
man deep sea fishing era
began about 125 years ago.
Today the port is Germany’s
most important centre for
fish processing, and big
companies like Deutsche
See, Nordsee and Frosta are
based here. And so it is not
by chance that Bremen is
the traditional location of
Germany’s only fish trade
fair: “fish international” has
been held here biennially for
nearly 30 years. Decision-
makers come to the Bremen
Exhibition Centre from all
over the world for the three-
day event: to information 
on new products, discuss
current topics and maintain
contacts with old and new
customers. Over 8,200
 visitors from 23 different
nations in 2012 give proof
that Bremen is Germany’s
meeting place for the inter-
national fish industry.

300 hectare of future in
Bremen’s Überseestadt. 
An old port area trans-
forms itself into a pul sat -
ing new quarter. Living,
working and studying on
the Weser River – not far
from the historical city
centre one of Europe’s lar-
gest development projects
is being realized. With
housing, trade and facili-
ties, with the University 
of the Arts Bremen and
fascinating architectural
contrasts: converted brick
warehouses rub shoulders
with eye-catching build -
ings in the style of our
time. Like the “Weser
Tower” designed by star
architect Helmut Jahn. 
82 meters high, with
18,000 square meters of
office space on 22 floors,
only the cathedral in
Bremen’s City is taller. 
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Free-fall research, as in outer
space: ZARM and its drop tower
in the technology park 

The ‘Polarstern’, the research
ship of the Alfred Wegener
Institute 

The remotely operated vehicle 
(ROV) QUEST is dedicated to scientific
work in water depths down to 
4,000 meters 

The new headquarters of AWI completed in 2004 make part of several
buildings for 600 staff members 

The former headquarters of AWI on
the old harbour in Bremerhaven 

A piece of Earth’s history:
1.5 metres long and stored
in the core archive at the
University of Bremen, one
of only three such facilities
in the world. The special-
ists at the Centre for Marine
Environmental Science
(Marum) can read these
cores like an open book.
This particular sample,
taken from the ocean floor
west of Florida, tells of the
apocalyptic meteor colli -
sion 65.3 million years ago
that led to climate change
on Earth and extinction of
the dinosaurs. The yellow
stratum shows how much
dust was thrown up by 
the impact. This informa-
tion allows conclusions 
to be drawn about climate
change in our own day. 
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Simply excellent!

Excellent! A distinction
that the University of Bre -
men can officially put to
its name since 2012. The
Excellence Initiative was
established by the Ger -
man government to pro-
mote top-level research
and improve the quality 
of German universities
and research institutions,
thus making Germany a
more attractive research
location. In a ranking of
105 German universities
the University of Bremen
was distinguished as one
of eleven institutions that
are exceptionally future-
oriented. And it now car-
ries the proud title “Uni -
versity of Excellence”. 
With significantly more
public funding for re -
search the University can
now establish itself long-
term in the national and
international elite.

Bremen sets the pace.
Within only a few decades
the University, founded in
1971, has gained interna-
tional prestige in science
and research. 
A good reputation that is
proved by numbers: 
12% of the 19,000 stu-
dents come from abroad.
More than 100 courses 
in around 30 disciplines
are on offer to them. With
roughly 91 million Euro of
co-financing and 18 en -
dowment chairs Bremen’s
university has established
itself in the circles of
strongly performing Ger -
man research universities.

The coast as a habitat and
the interaction of ocean

and climate are jointly
investigated by the Cen ter
for Marine Environ men-
tal Sciences (MARUM) 
and the Alfred Wegener
Institute Helmholtz Cen -
ter for Polar and Marine
Research (AWI) in Bremer -
haven. The MARUM-slo-
gan “The ocean in depth!”
defines in a nutshell the
results derived from expe-
ditions on the sea floor at
great depths as well as
making new, in-depth dis-
coveries on almost every
expedition. AUVs – auton -
o mous underwater vehi-
cles – developed with the
help of the German Re -
search Center for Artificial
Intelligence (DFKI) play an
important role. 

And more top level
research just around the
corner: The Max-Planck-
Institute for Marine
Microbiology (MPI) as
well as the Fraunhofer
Institute for Manu fac -
turing Technology and
Advanced Materials
(IFAM) are based in the
technology park right at
the University. And the
“Drop Tower Bremen” 
of the Center of applied
space technology and
microgravity (ZARM)
 provides 9.3 seconds of
weightlessness in an
earthbound laboratory. 
In Bremen the scientific
community and industry
are working hand in
hand.
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Where dream ships 
and ocean giants meet 

When the ‘Queen’ comes,
there’s no red carpet to be
seen. Luxury liners are an
almost daily sight in Bremer -
haven. Either they run from
the slipway at the Lloyd
Werft, or they arrive at the
docks for modifications 
or repairs. Shipbuilding has
always been an area of
expertise of Bremerhaven,
because its specialists can
master even the most com-
plicated orders. Like length -
ening cruise liners: cut them
in the middle, insert a new
middle section, stick it to -
gether – finished! Right on
time! Dream ships are huge-
ly in demand, as shows a
look at the ‘Bremerhaven
Cruise Terminal’. It is Europe’s
most modern facility of its
kind, handling a good 70
ships and more than 70,000
passengers a year. Here’s
another figure: more than
25,000 tourists a year take a
tour on the ‘Harbour Bus’.
The original double-decker
cruises around the harbour
facilities every day, revealing
to its passengers some
 fascinating views of a port 
in operation. 
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The future needs space.
With a current total
 handling capacity of about
10 million container units
(in future at least 15 mil -
lion TEU), Bremerhaven is
the second largest con -
tainer handling location in
Germany. Currently the
5,000 metre long quay on
the Weser offers 15 berths
for large container ships.
The expansion of the
 container terminal, which
took until 2008, offering
four additional berths,was
the largest port construc-
tion project in Europe.
Bremen’s involvement in
the new deep water port
“Jade-WeserPort“ in
Wilhelmshaven also guar -
antees that the region can
profit long term from the
growth in global trade.

Off goes the train: containers
in transit after being trans-
ferred straight from ship to
wagon 

Dozens of maritime wind farms
with almost 5,000 wind turbines
are planned for the German
North Sea and Baltic Sea  

Bremen, 5 May 1966: the ‘Fairland’ brings the first containers to Germany  Impressive: container stacks at sea 

Container Revolution

Perfection in steel: just
under 2.50 metres high
and wide, 6 or 12 metres
long. Standardised pro-
gress, practical and flexi-
ble. One helluva crate, 
and one that has changed
the face of the world’s
harbours. This is true also
for Bremen,where the first
container was lifted onto
German soil back in 1966.

Since then, nothing has
been the same again: 
the dimensions of ships,
the design of port facili-
ties, the sheer speed of
logistics. A good 6.1 million
TEUs are loaded and un -
loaded each year in the
ports of the Free Hanseatic
City, and placed on trailers
and railway waggons. 
The trend points steeply
upwards, with experts
expecting rapid growth to
continue. No wonder, con-
sidering that just about
everything now comes in
containers. Take wine, for
example: a 6-metre con -
tainer tank can swallow
more than 33,000 litres. Or
cars: a 12-metre container
has space for six complete-

ly knocked-down vehicles. 
In Bremerhaven, on the
 longest tidal quay in the
world, the brightly col oured
boxes are stacked along a 
3-kilometre stretch. 19 con-
tainer bridges – up to 
1600 tonnes in weight and
110 metres high –  lift them
from or onto the ships, 
with ‘van carriers’ whisking
them away at once. After
all, time is money for glob -
al ised, tightly sched uled
liner services: moor, unload,
load and set sail – this is
the rhythm that dominates
life in the ports and in the
container handling compa-
nies of Eurogate, North Sea
Ter minal Bremer haven and
MSC Gate Bre merhaven,
365 days a year. 
To ensure that everything
runs smoothly, the port
management company –
‘bremenports’ – takes care
of all infrastructure in 
the Bremen/Bremerhaven
ports. No easy task when 
it involves 49 kilometres 
of quays, 75 kilometres of
road and canals, and 63
bridges! Another function
of ‘bremenports’ is to han dle
ongoing construction pro-
jects and international
marketing. About 80,000
jobs – from pilots on the

water to gantry drivers in
the terminal – depend 
on the Bremen ports being
a business success. A new
trend on the coast is driven
by the German energy
transition towards renew -
able energies. That is why 
a special terminal for off-
shore wind compounds will
be built in Bremerhaven
until 2016. 

www.via-bremen.com

Containerterminal Bremerhaven
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Out of the Weser mud, into
the limelight: excavated 
in 1961, the Bremen Hanse -
kogge of 1380 is one of 
the most valuable exhibits
in the German Maritime
Museum. A sensational
find comprising over 
2,000 separate parts, 
meticulously put together
and conserved over decades
in a special immersion
bath. Founded in 1975 as 
a key research institute,
this National Museum has
much, much more to show:
25,000 original exhibits
from almost 1,000 years
tell the history of shipping
and shipbuilding. A mari -
time treasure chest that
captivates more than
200,000 visitors a year. 

a huge steam machine 
for making ice. In working
order, of course. In Bre -
merhaven’s Historical
Museum, history is any-
thing but boring. Winner
of many awards, the mu -
seum presents everyday
life and work on the coast
in days gone by – in an
authentic, easily under-
stood and fascinating 
way. The ‘Gera’ is a case 
in point: a 65-metre mu -
seum trawler, now on
view in the ‘Schaufenster
Fischerei hafen’. And all 
set to sail for the fishing
grounds! Everything is in
tip top shape, from the
trawl net to the pots and
pans in the galley, to the
capt’n’s cap. So, ship ahoy!

Ways to the New World

This is probably where he
went on board – ‘Uncle
Sam’, bound for America.
Like the 7 million and
more people who set 
out via Bremerhaven for
the New World between
1830 and 1874. Their story
is told in the German
Emigration Museum in
Bremerhaven. Europe’s
biggest ‘hands-on’ theme
museum on emigration
combines adventure and
knowledge: elaborate
reconstructions and multi-
media displays shed light
on the difficult crossing
and arrival on Ellis Island
by New York. Life stories
show the fate of emi-
grants, whose roots can 
be traced in the ‘Forum
Migration’.

Eyecatcher: the giant steam machine in the Historical Museum’s 
award-winning exhibition 

The German Emigration Museum
in Bremerhaven is situated at 
the historical Old/New Harbour. 
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German Maritime Museum

Quality of life, coastal style:
strolling along the water’s
edges from south to north.
The ‘Bremerhaven Sea Mile’
points the way forward.
From the fisheries harbour
and its attractive ‘Schau-
fenster’ to the city centre
with its museums and the
Old/New Harbours. And
onwards to the vibrant
world of the Over seas
Harbours. In short, one
attraction after the other,

with info-terminals at key
locations to explain every -
thing clearly. Just around
the corner: shopping pleas -
ures in the redesigned 
city centre and then again
lighthouses, canopied
beach chairs and salty sea
air – holiday feeling in the
middle of the city! That’s
Bremerhaven. 
A dockland pub. Shipyard
offices. A fish shop. And
plum in the middle, 

The German Emigration Museum 
in Bremerhaven 
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Historisches Museum Bremerhaven

The magic mile
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Floating legends from
Columbia and Indonesia,
from Russia and the USA,
all gathered together at
‘Sail Bremerhaven’. Every
five years, the world’s most
majestic windjammers
head for the international

Bremen’s mayor, Johann Smidt, 
pointed the way that led 
in 1827 to the founding of 
Bremerhaven.

Top photo: Which way to the beach?
Just round the corner, love. When 
it comes to leisure, Bremerhaven is 
a real seaside city 

A Bremerhaven landmark: 
the lighthouse, built in 1853 and 
oldest onshore lighthouse 
along the North Sea coast that’s 
still in operation. In the foreground 
the cliffs of the Zoo by the Sea 
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Typical Bremerhaven: maritime 
atmosphere wherever you go; 
here at the folding bridge in the 
Old Harbour 

How about some light refreshment?
Bubbly fun in the ‘Foun tain Field’ 
in the ‘Bürger’ shopping precinct and
boulevard 

Tall Ships at the ‘Parade
2010’ – what a majestic
sight! This is what it must
have looked like in 1825,
when proud oceangoing
ships set out for foreign
shores. Johann Smidt,
Bremen’s visionary mayor
back then, set the right
course for the future: 
he wheedled a swampy
stretch of land between
the Weser and Geeste
rivers from the King of
Hanover to secure Bremen
free access to the sea. It
was a farsighted purchase
that led, in 1827, to the
construction of a new 
harbour and the founding
of Bremerhaven city, 
which today makes part 
of the two-city Sate of
Bremen.

festival on the Lower
Weser. Schooners, barquen   -
tines and clipper ships –
the brightly coloured
 tangle of masts and pen-
nants fascinate old and
young alike. What a sight! 
Around 240 ships from 

25 nations, with more than
5,000 crew members on
board, were at the 2010
event, led by the stunning
four-masted ‘Krusenstern’
from Russia, built in Bre -
merhaven in 1926 as the
‘Padua’. 

Between 1835 and 1928,
more than 250 enormous
ships ran from the slip-
ways here. ‘Sail Bre mer -
haven’ reminds us of this
maritime legacy – much 
to the delight of the 1.7
million or so visitors who
flocked to the event, also
en joying the wealth of
other tourist attractions
on offer. For example the
‘Seute Deern’, the ‘Sweet
Maiden’, the pride of the
Museum Harbour – three
masts and a bust head 
to adore. A ‘sweet maiden’
in every respect. So, how
about a date?

When the polar bear dives

On best terms with the
polar bears: intriguing
encounters below the
waterline, too, make the
‘Zoo am Meer’ a special
attraction. This specialised
zoo for Nordic animals
gives visitors a unique
insight into the habitats
of seals and sea bars,
Arctic foxes and penguins.
The magnificent view of
ships and the Lower Weser
comes as a free extra.

The ‘Zoo by the Sea’A yen to see distant places

When the polar bear dives

On best terms with the
polar bears: intriguing
encounters below the
waterline, too, make the
‘Zoo am Meer’ a special
attraction. This specialised
zoo for Nordic animals
gives visitors a unique
insight into the habitats
of seals and sea lions,
Arctic foxes and penguins.
The magnificent view of
ships and the Lower Weser
comes as a free extra.
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The Klimahaus®
Bremerhaven 8° Ost 

A journey around the
world, always following
the 8th degree of longi -
tude: Discover the climate
of our planet at close
quarters and get to know
the people living there!
Little has more impact on
life than the climate. But
what actually is climate?
Which factors determine
the weather? And what
exactly causes climate
change? The Klimahaus®
Bremer haven 8° Ost gives
answers to these ques -
tions while sending its
visitors on a memorable
trip around the world on
11,500 m². From a Swiss
alp to the boiling heat of
the Sahelian zone and
further on to the freezing
cold of the Antarctic, from
the South Pacific paradise
through Alaska back to
Bremerhaven. 
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