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• 11-year old Asian regional polar organization 
– Dedicated to advance of polar research & 

cooperation in Asia since 2004 
• Regional alliance with global perspective 
• Important medium of collective endeavors 

– Human/info. exchange, research 
collaboration, logistic cooperation, etc. 

• 5 Members – CN, JP, IN, KR, MY 
– W/ 4 Observing countries : TH, ID, PHI, VN 

 

Introduction 



Members and Observers 

NIPR 
KOPRI PRIC 

NCAOR 

NARC 



AFoPS Operation 
• AGM & Special Meeting(s) as needed 
• AFoPS Committee  

– Comprises representatives and 
coordinators from member countries 

– Decides major issues by consensus 
• Chair and Secretary selected by 

rotation with two-year term 
– Korea (KOPRI) 2014-2016 



Major AFoPS Activities 
• Research Collaboration 

– Cooperative Projects 
– Joint Journal Publication 

• Human Exchange 
– Fellowships 
– Joint Workshops/Trainings 

• Inter-Organizational Cooperation 



Cooperative Projects 
• 5 AFoPS-endorsed projects for research 

collaboration 
– Arctic Ocean sea ice observations 
– Ecological responses of Antarctic penguins 
– Climate linkage between polar region and 

tropics 
– Geology expeditions near Syowa 
– Geology expeditions near Jang Bogo 



Joint Expedition to Jang Bogo in Terra Nova Bay,  
                  Antarctica during 2015/16 season 



Joint Journal Publication 
• Published 2 AFoPS special issues 

–  Advances in Polar Science (Dec 2013) 
–  Polar Science (Dec 2015) 

 



Human Exchange 
• Invitation/Fellowship programs to 

facilitate cooperation in research 
/operation 
– NIPR Invitation Program 
– KOPRI Asian Polar Science Fellowship 

• Joint workshops and trainings 
– Exchange of Antarctic winter member 

trainings  
– Antarctic Medical Workshop (NIPR) 

 



Strengthened Efforts in  
Inter-Organizational Cooperation 

• Submit reports to relevant  international 
polar communities 
–  AFoPS Report to ATCM (Apr 2015) 
–  Short Statement for AOS (Oct 2015) 

 



Members’ Recent Arctic Activities 
Reported to AGM 2015 (AFoPS-XVI) 



Chinese Yellow River Station Expedition (2014
/15) 

    17 projects in 2014 and 21 projects in 2015, 

    covering glaciology, GPS tracking and  

    observation, ecology, biology, geology, etc. 
 

China 



Japan 



 
Japan 



6. 2015 REPORT Korea 



Excellence 

Frontier spirit 

Partnership 

Collaboration is at the heart of KOPRI’s core values  
69 participants from 24 institutes and universities of 8 countries in 2015  



• Thrust Areas – Marine Environment, Cryosphere, Atmosphere. 
 
• Projects: 18 received. 13 selected for implementation. 

 
• Station opened on 22nd June, 2015. Will be operational till end October.  

 
• Hon. President of India, H.E. Shri. Pranab Mukerjee interacted with Ind

ian researchers at Ny-Ålesund over  video conferencing.  
 

• India hosted the Ny-Ålesund Science Managers Meeting and the Atmos
pheric Flagship Gap Analysis Meeting (4-7 November 2014).  
 

• Joint Seminar on Polar Research between MoES, ESSO-NCAOR and the 
Royal Danish Embassy in India: 10  November 2014 at MoES. 
 

 
 

Indian Arctic Program Highlights 

National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean Research 
(Ministry of Earth Sciences, Govt. of India),  

Headland Sada, Vasco-da-Gama 403804, Goa 

India 



AFoPS Future Plan 
• 10 Years’ Achievement 

– Information-sharing scheme and framework 
for joint work in Asia 

• Draft roadmap for the next decade 
being prepared 

• Create a channel that maximizes 
regional contribution to the global 
community in a synergistic way 
 
 



Visit our website: afops.org 

Thank You 
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