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Background

1995

Formed in 1995 as a strategic advisory 
body to European Science Foundation. 

Jan. 2015

EPB became an independent legal 
entity hosted by NWO in Den Haag.

Jan. 2025

EPB became a Swedish legal entity, 
hosted by the Arctic Centre, Umeå and 
Luleå University, and the Swedish Polar 
Research Secretariat.
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Acknowledgement of Sámi Land & Heritage

We acknowledge the Sámi people, the Traditional Custodians of Sápmi 
Ubmeje, the unceded lands on which we live and work in Sweden. 

The EPB Secretariat is situated at Ubmeje/Umeå University Campus. 
Before the Campus was built in 1965, the area was part of the winter 
grazing land of the Sámi reindeer herders of Ran. By recognizing this 
history, we acknowledge that we are in Sápmi, on traditional Sámi 
land, and we honour the past, present, and future generations of the 
Sámi people. 
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Mission

Enhance European coordination in Arctic and 
Antarctic research through improved 

information sharing, optimised infrastructure 
use and joint initiatives between Members.
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Strategy

Unified yet diverse European polar research voice

Collaboration

CommunicationCoordination
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Strengths – Bipolar vision
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EPB Action Groups – some examples

Action Group on Polar Infrastructure
Transfer and further maintenance the EU-PolarNet Polar Infrastructures Database, and 
creating the EU-PolarNet Polar Infrastructures Catalogue

Action Group on International Cooperation
Working to improve cooperation and collaborations between European and international polar 
research communities

Action Group on Environmental Impacts of Polar Research & Logistics 
Sharing best practice examples of reducing impact of polar research from both poles
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Example: EPB Action Group on 
Infrastructure

• The forum provided by EPB enables Members 
to coordinate and share information on 
infrastructure facilities and access

• Leads to tools and coordinated initiatives that 
can support collaboration with international 
partners around the world

• European Polar Infrastructure Catalogue and 
Database

• Upcoming activities to share and harmonise 
access requirements between Members, to also 
benefit international partners

• Members collectively reaching out
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EPB Action Groups – some examples

Po la rd e x h a s  b e e n  d e ve lo p e d  b y th e  EPB th ro u g h  th e  EPB's  Ac tio n  Gro u p  o n  In fra s tru c tu re , in  
c lo s e  c o o p e ra tio n  in  c lo s e  c o lla b o ra tio n  with , a n d  d a ta  p ro vis io n  b y, SOOS, SIOS, INTERACT, IAATO, 
EU- Po la rNe t 2, COMNAP, Is a a ffik, ARICE, EUROFLEETS, AWI a n d  BAS.
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EPB and EU projects

Ended
ARICE
Arctic ECRA
EUROFLEETS 2 
INTERACT 
PA-EUAIC
POLARNET2

Participation in EU funded Projects & EU Polar Cluster

Active
Arctic Passion
OCEAN:ICE
POLARIN
SO-SHIC

EU Polar Cluster
(coordination)
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European Polar Coordination Office

• builds on the results of the two successful EU PolarNet 
projects
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European Polar Coordination Office

• builds on the results of the two successful EU PolarNet 
projects

• functions as a central contact point for the European 
polar research community, policymakers & decision-
makers, including the European Commission 
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European Polar Coordination Office
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Thank you

For further information
Website, join our mailing list: 
www.europeanpolarboard.org

Contact us: secretariat@europeanpolarboard.org, 
mgrigoratou@europeanpolarboard.org 

http://www.europeanpolarboard.org/
mailto:secretariat@europeanpolarboard.org
mailto:mgrigoratou@europeanpolarboard.org
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europeanpolarboard.org 
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