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In everyday life you assess a risk in a lot of situations, e.g. you assess (unconsciously?) the risk of being
run down befare you cross the street, the risk that it will rain before you leave home on your bike ar the risk
in connection with the investments that you make. Almost all decisions in society and in our lives are based
on a nsk assessment which is then weighed against the benefit which 15 a result of this assessment.
Therefore, risk assessment is extremely central in any context, and not least in relation to environmental

In environmental research, risk assessment is an assessment of the risks associated with an approval or
regulation of a specific activity, which can result in the exposure of a chemical substance or a microorganism
to the environment or people. The researchers use a structured approach that makes the assessment of
risks as objective as possible, This process consists of five steps:
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1. an identification of potential hazards
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2. a charactenzation of the identified hazards and a characterizabon of the exposure

3. an asse ent of the risks. This primarily censists of quantifying the probability that the exposure
triggers unacceptable risks. This gquantificabon may then be quanbtative and will be expressed as a
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value and / or semi-quantitative and be expressed in words,
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. an assessment of the options for handling the potential risks.

. an overall risk assessment, risk communication and unifying conclusions.
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NSF Arctic Field Safety Risk Management Workshop

Workshop Report Available
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" The National Science Foundation's
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Division of Polar Programs Arctic
Research Support & Logistics (RSL)
Program sponsored the Arctic Field
Safety Risk Management Workshop
4-5 February, 2014 at the Arlington
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Post links to various risk management
resources relevant to Arctic

operations:
Risk Assessment
Field Safety Training
‘Know before you go’
Videos
Safe vessel operations
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