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General updates from SPI

2023:
 Strategic plan and funding request 2025-2028 submitted – under review

 Inauguration of new offices in Sion - Valais, incl. polar library – visitor offices available 

 21 new projects with Arctic fieldwork component funded

 GreenFjord Flagship programme programme: 955 field days and collaborations with Greenland, USA, France, Germany, 
Japan, Australia, South Africa

2024: 
 Calls for projects for early career projects and polar scientist-artist tandems currently under review

 Collaboration workshops with TARA polar station, AWI, ...

 Strategic coordination with Swiss polar community for all multilateral initiatives: ICARP, IPY, Antarctic InSync, …
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Overview plans for vessels and overall Arctic logistics
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SHIP  CHARACTERISTICS

• Ow n e r: Fo re l He rit a g e  Asso c ia t io n

• Le n g t h : 28 ,6  m  

• W id t h : 8 ,5 m  

• Dra u g h t : 1.50  – 3.50  m

• Be rt h s: 12

• Au t o n o m y: 10 ’0 0 0  n a u t ica l m ile s

FOREL EQUIP MENT

• La b o r a t o r ie s  (c le a n , w e t  a n d  d r y), w in c h , in t e r n e t  a c c e s s , e t c .

• CTD, Ro se t t e , Fe rryb o x, w e a t h e r s t a t io n , MQ, Filt ra t io n  h o o d s, e t c . 

EXP EDITION 2024

Gre e n la n d : Gre e n fjo rd  + Ula va l (Qc , Ca n a d a )

Co n t a c t  : s t e p h a n e .a e b isch e r@fore l-h e rit a g e .o rg  w w w .fo re l-h e rit a g e .o rg /e n

mailto:stephane.aebischer@forel-heritage.org


Logistics service – a pilot for a non-operator organisation

 Create an open service and knowledge hub to accompany projects building on existing knowledge and 
experience in SPI team

 Generate critical mass that benefits the scientific community
 Build upon existing (medical) services and courses 
 Focus on areas of common interests and added-value to the community:

 Create a network of reliable contractors and partners ( e.g. shipping for samples, field material, ..)
 Pool resources for strategic assets through joint purchases, pro-deals, stock of shared use material

(field material, VHFs, …)
 Advice on critical processes: insurances, permits, …

 Opportunity to have an impact, also towards a «greener» polar science
 Hiring a dedicated person to build upon SPI experience
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«Green» transition

 Priority of SPI for period 2025-2028
 Measures implemented since 2018, notably carbon compensation as eligible cost for projects
 Community survey in autumn 2023 showed CO2 impact as a priority and difficulty for scientists to assess

their own impact
 Measures under consideration for implementation from 2024: 

 Take a wide view of environmental impact and sustainability (CO2 emissions but not only)
 Modify evaluation to include the notion of «scientific value for impact»
 Redefine eligible costs to include sampling for other projects or data acquisition through (local) 

collaboration
 Move away from carbon compensation to creation of own fund to be used towards funding of «clean 

polar tech» projects
 Evaluate feasibility of ambitious «Tech for polar science» projects with engineering community
 Include environmental sustainability in international and strategic collaborations
 Reinforce internal culture of environmental sustainability
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Thank you
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